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“sell expensive radar planes to Iran. S e
- .But congressional liberal$ contend that In selling seven so: -
. phislicated airborne warning andv_contr(')l“.syster_i?s,_.:(AWACS_)._;’;
! aireraft to Iran, Mr. Carter will undermine the tredibility of
" his new arms sales policy.. RO Srte O
-~ Inlast year's election campaign, Mr. Carter expressed great -

cuncern over America’s role as an arms ’rncrchéntyaﬁd,jor_lce'-.._
= elected, promised to reduce U.S, military sales, now, close to:
~ $9 billion a year. The Prosident sét down ghidelines that would, -

. .among other things, prohihit the introduction’ of any_gdygngc‘d.' _

weapons System to an area that did not have | SR A,
% The AWACS planes would be new to the Middle-‘anst. _éng_é;
" their sale alone ~ not to speak of the support systems associ- |
- ated with them — will total $1.2 billion. Bul Mr. Carter ex-.

. Plained that in the case of the AWACS, .he was making an e

. ception to his policy. . "z, RSO PR

.. In congressional hearings, administrafio ' Witrigsses rgue
that Iran was of great strategic importarice ahdthat “the::
-AWACS were necded for “regional stability.” Bul they ran into |

: 3 : PR S e
‘ .;"ljncxpcc(edly,heavy -resistance - partly on the,—grﬂounds.;'_thatj :

3

S o - .- the AWACS sale violated Mr: Carter's own policy < and ani}
g ( o ’ : L-dmportant Hoiise subcommittee vote, ' . ot

o5, Mr; Carter is now. making a sccond try, :lé'ri'ﬁ Tcp:.xgre.s:si'r}nél ;
Isourccs say, that ‘the administration’s effor is much betler or-;]

iChestrated. The: President has written letters io congressmen.

. wili help foster “'stability™ in the Persian Gy
. : '« relationship with Iran helps {o assure the gnj
0l to an energy-short world. * RCERENE AT
- Some congressionaj sources Suspect thal’in adﬂ_i!io'n to:these:.
~Justifications for the AWACS -sale, the administration is_inter-:
.. ested’in using the sale to lower the per-unit-costs of the planes®
, , ‘In preparation for possible similar sales {0.NATO countries.
; ’ .And some sources say — perhaps maost important of all = that: o
by “the President may be trying to fulfill previous commitments to | - ) . ’
:the Shah of Iran, made by the Nixon and Ford administrations. _ o . .
~agreements which have not been ully disclosed. - :
iz Whalever. his moiives,. Mr. Carter appears { _

“in breaking down somnc of the resistance:to:the salé. by provid-3
ilng Congress with a list of assurances as ~'tﬁ.fS'qéiii':fti.iﬁe_éshafé‘s_’*
that-will be taken to énsure that sophisticaiéd €quipment from'
the Planes will not fall into. the hands of lhc_‘§o!i“e_ls:"Thc' direc-",
“tor-of the ‘Central ‘Intelligence "Ag mira
sfurner;- earlier hag voiced conc
- this aspect of {he sale bl 1s-now

‘the security measures will provid :

% Critics in the Congress_argue,. : e That-Mr.”

:Carter’s “new” arms sales poliy is beginning to fook4ike the

‘old on_e;.part_icularly‘when_ it comes 1o the Shah of Iran” t is

) Tran,-they.say. which has sef the’ pace.for_a greati wave: of
( X - . arms exports to the Middle East, And this ; :
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